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Executive Director Donna Halleran

Zenaida asiatica        
by Juanita N. Baker, Ph.D.

How peaceful this dove appears sitting in the setting sun. What is it thinking?  Satisfied 
with its day? Successfully contemplating its day’s meals of fruits of beech, oak, chestnut, 
and berries of other forest trees and shrubs?  Surely, it is not contemplating a near escape 
as it does not seem anxious and vigilant for dangers approaching its branch where it will 
slumber through the night.
 
Alternatively, its day’s work may have been to gather seeds in fields of corn, grains, or 
sunflower. Uniquely, during breeding, it ingests small bones, stones, and snails, storing 
them in its gizzard to aid digestion and provide calcium essential for producing eggshells 
and crop. Like other doves and pigeons, it produces crop milk (a semi-solid item, high in 
fat and protein, derived from cells that detach from the crop’s lining and are fed to newly 
hatched young). Flamingoes and Emperor Penguins are the only other bird species that 
produce a similar high-protein substance to feed their young. 
 
Our southern White-winged Dove is largely a subtropical species ranging from southern 
Central America and the West Indies to Mexico, Texas, New Mexico, Arizona, and 
California. In the late 19th century, this dove was very abundant: estimated to be 12 
million strong. Humans arrived, farmed, and cut forests, removed habitats. For its large 
size, tastiness, and speedy flight, the White-winged Doves were favored by hunters, and 
its numbers dwindled to only one million. 
 
This dove is large and easily identified by being the only dove with the characteristic 
uneven, white-bordered wings, red eyes, red legs (that brighten in breeding), and 
a square tail with white-end corner edges. It appears that the resident population in 
south Florida likely got established in 1959 when captive-reared birds from Cuba were 
released (Saunders, 1980).  Since the 1980s, farmers planted grains, quotas were set 
for hunters, and as the dove adapted to human activities, its range has expanded across 
the U.S. Thus, it is a relatively recent breeder in Florida and is rapidly breeding even 
in many northern states. However, it migrates shorter distances than many birds that go 
south in the winter. They prefer older residential live oak, shade, and ornamental trees in 
residential areas. So, let’s keep our beautiful trees and plant more of them for our benefit 
and for wildlife!
 
Saunders, G. B. (1980). The origin of White-winged Doves breeding in south Florida. Florida Field 
Naturalist 8:50-51.

Schwertner, T. W., H. A. Mathewson, J. A. Roberson, and G. L. Waggerman (2020). White-winged 
Dove (Zenaida asiatica), version 1.0. In Birds of the World (A. F. Poole and F. B. Gill, Editors). Cornell Lab 
of Ornithology, Ithaca, NY, USA. https://doi.org/10.2173/bow.whwdov.01

The March 27, 2023 general meeting of the Pelican Island Audubon Society to be held at the Vero Beach Community 
Center, 2266 14th Avenue at 7:00 pm will be the annual meeting of the Society.   The Nominating Committee will put 
forth a slate of candidates for election to the Board of Directors to be voted on by the membership attending the meeting.  
Nominations for candidates will also be accepted from the floors. 

In addition, attending members will vote amending  the By-Laws to modify Article II Mission to “The mission of the 
Society is to preserve and protect animals, plants and natural communities and the land and water on which they depend 
in Indian River County through advocacy, education and public awareness.”  

Also to change the title of President, 1st Vice-President, 2nd Vice-President to Board Chair, 1st Vice-Board Chair, and 
2nd Vice-Board Chair respectively. Changes will also include a new section defining the duties of the Executive Director

These changes can be found on our website:  PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Notice of Annual Meeting

http://www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org


Previous Hoots have sounded the alarm that we need to support improving our Indian River Lagoon 
(IRL), St. Sebastian River, and our manatees, fishes, and birds. Finally, there is some recent positive 
efforts by Gov. DeSantis who, on January 10, 2023, issued an Executive Order Number 23-06  (https://
www.flgov.com/wp-content/uploads/2023/01/EO-23-06.pdf) recommitting to make our Lagoon and 
Everglades a priority for restoration. 

While $3.5 billion over the next four years is for Everglades restoration and protection of our water 
resources, including water quality and water supply, Gov. DeSantis also directed the DEP to identify and 
prioritize strategies and projects to expedite water-quality restoration in the IRL.  He will be working 
with the Legislature to establish the Indian River Lagoon Protection Program, and secure at least $100 
million annually for priority projects to improve water quality in the IRL by reducing nutrient contribution 
from septic tanks and wastewater facilities, stormwater discharges, and agriculture non-point sources.
 

The order states “Partner with the Department of Economic Opportunity and local governments to improve local government long-
term comprehensive planning that ensures sustainable growth while protecting our natural resources, including prioritizing sewer 
connections and advanced wastewater systems that can sustain increased population demands and protecting taxpayer investments 
in Everglades restoration projects and major land conservation and water quality protection programs.”

Further, the Corps of Engineers should ensure that the Lake Okeechobee System Operating Manual (LOSOM) is implemented in 
a manner that reduces harmful discharges into our estuaries by holding water in the Lake during the wet season and sending more 
water south to benefit the environment, the Everglades, and meet the needs of our communities.  This should help the St. Lucie and 
Caloosahatchee estuaries and the IRL by stopping polluting discharges from Lake Okeechobee and allow seagrasses to grow again, 
providing habitat for our wildlife, including manatees, turtles, and fishes.

“Best Management Practices” (BMPs) for agriculture should be enforced and not just recommended to help our environment. 
Hopefully this will also improve the Basin Management Action Plan (BMAP), which has been a disappointment.  

A very important issue must be the search for matching funds in the annual funding for the Florida Forever Program to match our 
recent Bond Issue. That will expedite the state’s land-conservation efforts, including a strategic focus on acquisitions within the 
Wildlife Corridor, and acquisitions that benefit vulnerable ecosystems, water quality, and resilience.  In November, Indian River 
County voters approved by 78.2%, the third Land Conservation Bond Referendum in 30 years, for $50 M to conserve our remaining 
natural lands.  With huge  population growth and development pressure in our county, we will be in great position to leverage these 
bonds funds with state and federal grants to purchase the last of these valuable natural lands, especially in the Wildlife Corridor.  

Following up on the Governor’s initiative, Indian River County Commissioner Laura Moss has requested our State Senator Erin 
Grall and State Representative Robert Brackett to support a minimum of $100M for Florida Forever DEP-State Lands, $100M for 
Florida Wildlife Corridor, and $50M for the Florida Communities Trust.

Hopefully Senator Grall, Representative Brackett, and our State Legislature and agencies will come through with the Governor’s 
requests  to provide the funds necessary to improve our environment and benefit our health and that of our children.  We ask that 
you write your state representatives to insist that they work with the Governor to provide the funding to save our Manatees, Fishes, 
and Birds.  

Funding is also needed to support using human poop (termed ”biosolids”)from our sewage wastewater to produce electricity and 
sterilized  nitrogen and phosphorus fertilizer to sell to countries that need it rather than spreading it on our Ag. lands. Fortunately, 
our County Commissioners have stopped that practice in our county.  

Along with the Legislature, we can also greatly help the IRL, St. Sebastian River, and wildlife by reducing our turfgrass and planting 
native trees and plants.  We need to pass stronger tree and landscape ordinances to save trees and plant native trees and plants in our 
yards.  And we all can help by planting a forest in our back yards with native plants to attract the wildlife. Alachua County in their 
Turf-Swap program pays people to remove their turfgrass.  It is cheaper for them to do so rather than allowing the use of 64-88% of 
their drinking water for lawn irrigation.  Folks with septic tanks next to a sewer system should be required to connect or do a hybrid 
system. Some funds are already available for this.

Finally, Some Hope to Save our Manatees, Fishes, and Birds



Of shrinking glaciers and hidden kiwis by Graham Cox

A recent three week trip to New Zealand made it clear to me that two big threats are not only real but they are growing in intensity 
– climate change is shrinking the world’s glaciers and invasive species are upending the world’s biodiversity.
In November 2022 my wife and I stood on the terminal moraine of the Franz Josef glacier in Fiordland, South island, and peered 
hard into the distance to see the glacier itself. At its peak in the Ice Age this glacier reached 12 miles down to the Tasman Sea. It has 
shrunk and grown over 20,000 years but it is now making a rapid retreat up the alpine valley.
The Franz Josef Glacier:  Between 1983 and 2008, while most of the world’s 
glaciers were retreating many New Zealand glaciers advanced. Franz Josef regained 
nearly half the ice it had lost over the previous century. This anomalous growth 
has been attributed not to increased rainfall but to a series of cool years caused by 
increased southerly air flow in the Tasman Sea. After 2008 the glacier entered a very 
rapid phase of retreat, shrinking by 1.5 km between 2008 and 2017.  It is now once 
again two miles shorter than it was 100 years ago. Based on these patterns, Franz 
Josef Glacier is predicted to retreat 3.1 miles and lose 38% of its mass by 2100 in a 
mid-range scenario of warming although it may retreat as much as five miles. 
The retreat of Franz Josef Glacier has allowed native forest to colonize the bare 
rock left behind, and how long ago the glacier retreated can be read in the stage 
of plant succession. Some bare rock was only exposed a decade ago, while other 
surfaces were exposed in 1951, 1830, 1750, and 1600.  The French study, published 
in science journal Nature, used high-resolution satellite and aerial images to measure 
the decline of nearly all the world’s glaciers over the past two decades. Half of Earth’s 
glaciers could melt even if the key warming goal is met, according to January 5, 2023 
Washington Post reporting. New research suggests that even at 1.5 degrees Celsius 
of warming above preindustrial levels, the Earth will lose nearly half of its glaciers. 
It found between 2000 and 2019, glaciers lost on average a total of 267 gigatonnes 
[a gigatonne is a billion tonnes] of mass a year, and that rate was accelerating by an estimated 48 gigatonnes per year, each decade. 
New Zealand’s glacier lost an average of 1.5 meters of thickness each year between 2015 and 2019 – nearly seven times higher than 
the level disappearing between 2000 and 2004.
The Washington Post reported that the study, published in the journal Science, finds that even with just 1.5 degrees Celsius (2.7 
degrees Fahrenheit) of warming above preindustrial levels, some 104,000 of the world’s more than 215,000 mountain glaciers and 
ice caps will melt, raising global sea levels by a little shy of 4 inches.

Now to the Kiwis and loss of biodiversity. One of the rarest and strangest birds in 
the world and very difficult to see or film in the wild, the Kiwi bird is the symbol of 
New Zealand. There are five recognized species, four of which are currently listed 
as vulnerable, and one of which is near-threatened.
You can’t go to New Zealand without seeing a kiwi, the state bird. Of the 70,000 
believed to be alive in the wild today we are losing an average of 27 birds each week 
- - thanks to European migration which brought a score of animal predators to the 
islands. Everything from sheep to stoats, weasels and rabbits, dogs, cats and rats.
New Zealand was an island free of land mammals before pesky humans arrived. In 
turn, this means a few unusual species of animals and birds evolved.
With no land predators except for birds of prey, birds in New Zealand evolved into a 
mix of flightless birds and melodic forest birds. As a result, you may find that many 
birds in New Zealand are likely to come to check you out when hiking in the forests 
as they don’t see you as a threat. One bird, the Kea, has taken to pecking and eating 
car tires, rubber window seals around car doors and your rubber hiking boots. They 
are the world’s only alpine parrot, so you are likely to see these intelligent birds in 
mountainous environments in the South Island.

To see a kiwi, as well as some other flightless nocturnal birds, you can visit one of 12 wildlife sanctuaries. As you enter the sanctuary 
visitors will be plunged into darkness and after about 10 minutes, your eyes adjusted to the dark, you can see the captive breeding 
birds, about the size of a football with a long beak and sharp claws, walking cautiously in the leaf litter listening for insects.
There are heaps of fascinating facts about kiwi birds, which makes them New Zealand’s national icon. Among the facts: female kiwi 
lay one of the world’s largest eggs in proportion to body size. Plus, kiwi are the only bird to have nostrils at the end of their bill to 
smell for insects in the ground. 
According to the New Zealand Department of Conservation: “Our overarching goal is to restore and, wherever possible, enhance the 
abundance, distribution and genetic diversity of all kiwi species.” There’s a four-point strategy for achieving this:
• undertake predator control in kiwi habitat (box traps are common, nailed to  tree trunks all along the hiking  trails;
• continue using tools such as Operation Nest Egg to raise chicks in captivity for release when they are ready;
• continue research into genetics, breeding, habitat requirements, monitoring techniques and landscape-scale pest control methods; 

and
• increase help from the community and businesses, especially in areas where kiwi are found on private and production land.

Standing above the Standing above the 
shrinking Franz Josef shrinking Franz Josef 
glacier in South glacier in South 
Island, New ZealandIsland, New Zealand

Exhibiting a model life-size Exhibiting a model life-size 
kiwi at Kiwi Birdlife Park, kiwi at Kiwi Birdlife Park, 
Queenstown, South Island , Queenstown, South Island , 
New ZealandNew Zealand



Dear Friends and Members of Pelican Island Audubon Society (PIAS):

We are excited to inform you of our Saving Paradise Fundraising Gala on Monday, March 6th, 2023, at the Grand 
Harbor Main Club House, 4985 Club Terrace, Vero Beach, FL, from 6:00 – 9:00 p.m.

The proceeds from our evening dinner & auctions  (both silent & live) will go towards the outstanding programs we 
provide and the operating costs to continue to be the quality-of-life defenders for Indian River County, as we continue 
our mission for over 50 years! 

Indian River is blessed with abundant natural beauty, from our beaches and intracoastal waterway to our working cattle 
ranches and conservation lands. “Saving Paradise – Protecting What You Value” is going to be a memorable evening 
event with Kathy Hill, Deputy Director of the Indian River National Estuary Program as the guest speaker.

The mission of Pelican Island Audubon Society is to preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural environment, 
including the support provided to the recently successful passage of the $50M land conservation bond, we are saving 
paradise and protecting what we value through education, advocacy and public awareness. What actions will you take 
to protect what you value?

We would love for you to consider being a sponsor for the fundraiser. 

GALA SPONSORSHIP LEVELS
• Lagoon Ambassador $10,000 Table of 8 with preferred seating, custom mention(s) by event emcee
• Avian Ambassador $7,500  6 complimentary tickets, preferred seating, mention(s) by event emcee
• Pelican Sustainer  $5,000  4 complimentary tickets, preferred seating, mention(s) by event emcee
• Songbird Sponsor  $1,500  2 complimentary tickets, preferred seating, mention by(s) event emcee

Sponsorship Deadline: February 23, 2023; we are happy to work with you or your business to customize an appropriate 
sponsorship package.  Please note: there are also opportunities to support the event by providing silent or live auction 
items. Contact Donna Halleran, Executive Director at 772-567-3520 or dmaewright@att.net with any questions.

SAVING PARADISE: PROTECTING WHAT YOU VALUE!

MARK YOUR CALENDAR AND SAVE THE DATE!

WHEN: Monday, March 6, 2023

WHERE: Grand Harbor Clubhouse, 4985 Club Terrace, Vero Beach, FL 32967. From 6 to 9 p.m.

WHAT: A PIAS major fundraiser.

WHY: You are invited to the Grand Harbor Clubhouse for a night of celebration and support for Pelican Island Audubon Society. 

The Pelican Island Audubon Society is the quality-of-life defenders for Indian River County. Our Mission is “To preserve and 
protect the animals, plants, and natural communities, and the land and water on which they depend in Indian River County through 
education, advocacy, and public awareness.” In protecting our natural environment, including the support provided to the recently 
successful passage of the $50M land conservation bond, we are saving paradise and protecting what we value through our mission 
statement of education, advocacy and public awareness. What actions will you take to protect what you value?

Tickets: $250 per person. A ticket will entitle you to admission to attend the event which will include a gourmet dinner, drinks, a 
guest speaker and entertainment.  To get your tickets go to www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org,  email us at PIAudubon@yahoo.com, 
or stop by Audubon House at 195 9th St SE (Oslo Rd.) Vero Beach, office open Mon-Friday 9 a.m. – 1 p.m.

Become a Saving ParadiseBecome a Saving Paradise
Gala SponsorGala Sponsor



Pelican Island Audubon Society is hosting  a Wine & Cheese 
reception for the 2022 Audubon Photography Awards Traveling 
Exhibition at the  Audubon House, 195 9th Street SE, (Oslo Rd), 
Vero Beach, on Friday, February 24th from 5:30-7:30 p.m.  Guests  
can enjoy a display of the stunning winning images and learn more 
about local birdlife in  Florida  and the work that PIAS does in 
Indian River County.  Juanita Baker will present a short slideshow 
of some of the other 2022 photography winners.

In the thirteenth year of the contest, winning photos, videos and 
honorable mentions were selected from 2,416 entrants from all 
50 states, Washington D.C. and seven Canadian provinces and 
territories to appreciate the wonder of birds and the places they 
inhabit.

The competition continued to award the Female Bird Prize which was 
successfully introduced in 2021. The Female Bird Prize highlights 
female birds, which are often overlooked and underappreciated in 
bird photography and conservation.

You might just be inspired to enter your own photographs in the 
next competition before noon on Wednesday, March 1st, 2023 or to 
become a nature photographer! There is a requested $20 donation 
per person. The viewing will be limited to 50 people due to the rise 
in flu/respiratory/COVID concerns. Sign up early on our website: 
www.PelicanIslandAudubon.orgWestern Grebes. Photo: Peter Shen/Audubon Photography AwardsWestern Grebes. Photo: Peter Shen/Audubon Photography Awards

Audubon Photography Awards Traveling Exhibit
Wine & Cheese Opening Reception at Audubon House

Reflections of Blue Cypress: 
Photographs, History, and Poems 
of the Headwater Lake of the St. 

Johns River by Richard H. Baker & 
Juanita N. Baker with a Forward by 

George Schaller. [124 pages]
$25 - Price includes tax

Florida Birds Exposed: Pelican 
Island Audubon Society Photos of the 

Month Introducing Florida’s Birds 
by Juanita N. Baker

$32 - Price includes tax.
Purchase online at PelicanIslandAudubon.org 

or at Audubon House, 195 9th St. SE (Oslo Rd), 
Vero Beach

Add these books to your library!

Come Visit Pelican Island Audubon’s 
new Little Free Library!

In addition to our main library where titles 
and authors can be found on our website 
https://pelicanislandaudubon.org/library/,  we 
have started a new Little Free Library at the 
entrance to our Audubon House. Anyone may 
take a book - neighbors, friends, and passerby. 
The books are always free and book donations 
are welcome at this Little Free Library.

Take a Book,
Leave a Book.
Love a Book,
Keep a Book.



After buying a waterfront home in a new development in Vero Beach where my wife and I 
could watch waterbirds, we began noticing a dramatic decline in the health and appearance 
of the pond. Large floating clumps of algae and stands of dead spikerush began to appear and 
the water clarity declined. The number of wading birds and waterbirds also moved away. Not 
long after, I was stunned to see a lake-management employee spraying the aquatic plants 
while at the same time, a lawn-maintenance man drove along shore broadcasting fertilizer on 
the grass. Think there is a connection? You bet there is, and it’s costing all of us money while 
degrading our aquatic environments. Better management would save all homeowners money 
while resulting in a healthier environment.

Fertilizer and the Aquatic Environment
 
Aquatic plants and animals require nutrients to survive, just as we do, but “too much of a 
good thing” is harmful. Remember the “ban the phosphates” campaign in the 1960s-70s? No-
phosphate detergents were developed because our nation’s waterways were turning pea-soup 
green. This process of over-fertilization of waters is called Eutrophication.

Most fertilizers applied to lawns, farms and gardens have three major elements:  Nitrogen, 
Phosphorus, and Potassium (N, P, and K). When you see numbers on a bag of fertilizer, 
like 6-6-6 or 10-5-10, they refer to the relative proportions of N, P, and K.  Nitrogen and 
Phosphorus are two key elements fueling eutrophication. By changing the seasonality of 
application and the amount and type of fertilizer, while reducing our lawn area, we could 
have both healthy lawns and waterways.   

A vicious cycle is born 
 
Here’s what happens when too much of the wrong fertilizer is applied around our ponds. 
Grass grows luxuriantly to the edge of the water and has to be mowed weekly. The grass 
clippings containing nutrients often blow into the ponds and act as fertilizer. On our sandy 
soils, fertilizer leaches into the ground to enter the ponds; when it rains, it also washes directly 
into the water. 

Some beneficial algae and aquatic plants provide food and shelter for invertebrates, fishes and birds. These form the natural food 
web. However, over-fertilizing fuels the growth of noxious, toxic algae and non-native aquatic plants that can overwhelm desirable 
species. As those algae/submerged plants grow, they form slimy green or brown mats on the surface and . To get rid of the algae, most 
pond-management companies spray herbicides. The herbicide kills the plants and algae, which either sink and rot to form muck, or 
float to shore. Either way, the rotting mats release their nutrients back into the water and the cycle continues. In addition, the rotting 
mats deplete oxygen in the water which can result in fish kills. The herbicides used will get rid of the symptom temporarily but not 
attack the root of the problem.

What can be done?  

More herbicide spraying is not the answer. In the short term, the mats of dead algae/plants should be removed manually to deprive 
waterways of nutrients.  
• Improper fertilizing/herbiciding and the proliferation of lawns are the ultimate problems. Most HOA communities are engaged in 

a cycle where fertilizer application necessitates herbicide spraying to attempt to correct the problems caused by lawn fertilizing. 
Native plantings would help solve this issue.

• Several Florida counties have passed fertilizer ordinances to reduce the effects of poor practices. Among the directives are no wet-
season applications of fertilizer, no fertilizers containing phosphorus, fertilizers with timed-release nitrogen, and no fertilizing 
within 10 feet of a water body. HOA communities should insist that their contractors follow those practices

• A buffer of attractive, flowering aquatic plants around the margin of the ponds should be encouraged as they will compete with 
algae by intercepting fertilizer from entering the ponds. The buffer will provide habitat for birds and other aquatic wildlife that 
use the ponds. Examples include pickerelweed and arrowheads.

What is our vision for waterways in our county?  Do we want highly manicured ponds with no marginal vegetation (the golf-course 
look), or would we rather have more natural ponds surrounded by borders of flowering aquatic plants. The second vision would not 
only reduce maintenance and herbicide use but reduce costs to homeowners. The plants would also hide the exposed borders of the 
ponds that people find unsightly when spring water levels are low. 

From the point-of-view of property values, it would benefit us to have a community that fosters a healthy environment and welcomes 
wildlife. Several local communities prize their designation as Audubon Cooperative Sanctuaries and advertise their regard for 
protecting natural environments. Those values appeal to the new generation of home buyers. Let’s break the mold of the same-old 
boring developments. 

Lastly, our communities are part of a larger ecosystem that is increasingly dominated by human development. Our activities affect 
the Indian River Lagoon, a priceless natural treasure that drives the local economy. Even if we do not live right on the Lagoon, 
water from our lakes and canals feeds into the Lagoon with a direct impact on its water quality. If we take local steps to manage our 
waterways wisely, our actions will benefit the health of the Lagoon which suffers from poor land-use decisions along its length. The 
decisions we make as a community can improve our surroundings and contribute to a healthier Lagoon and economy.  

Creating Creating 
Healthier Healthier 

WaterwaysWaterways
by Bill Loftusby Bill Loftus



Last December 20th my husband and I traveled to Wakulla Springs State Park and 
stayed at The Lodge, the grand hotel built by Edward Ball in 1937.  Mr. Ball had 
also purchased 4,000 acres surrounding the spring so he could preserve its natural 
beauty.  The spring is one of the world’s largest and deepest freshwater springs.  It 
discharges 250 million gallons of water per day.  In summer the park is crowded 
with locals that have come to swim in the spring but at this time of year it was very 
quiet and peaceful.  In winter the attraction is the wildlife that can be observed by 
taking the 50 minute tour boat ride along the protected part of the river.  The next 
morning we boarded the boat.  Our guide, Whaley, was very knowledgeable in 
relating facts about the spring and also in identifying the wildlife that we saw as 
we traveled down the river.  Cypress trees hung with Spanish moss and devoid of 
their summer needles edged the shoreline.  Among the Cypress knees ibis foraged 
for food.  Small groups of Hooded Mergansers swam in the center of the river.  
On and near islands of vegetation were Common Gallinules, Coots, Great White 
Egrets and Night Herons.  In the trees were large numbers of Black Vultures which 
had migrated to spend their winters here.  We saw a few very sluggish alligators 
but it was the sightings of manatees that thrilled me the most.  The manatees swim 
upstream to spend the winter in the 72 degree waters which are warmer than the 
Gulf of Mexico.   The water was clear enough that I could watch as their large 
barrel shaped, gray bodies moved slowly along the bottom of the river.  On our side 
of the boat one came to the surface to breathe some air.  I saw several mothers with 
calves and another that had propeller scars on its back.  Further out in the river  I 
spotted an aggregation of manatees swimming on the surface.  It was reassuring 
to know that these manatees had a safe haven in winter away from harassment and 
injury from boat propellers.     

FYI -  In 1954 the water was so clear that the river was used to film underwater 
scenes for the movie The Creature from the Black Lagoon.   Since then the water’s 
visibility has decreased and in the 1980’s they stopped giving tours in their glass 
bottom boats. 

Winter Wildlife at the Spring by Linda Chancellor

1. First-week virtual classes 6:00 – 8:30 pm.   
TUES Feb 21, 2023. 
THU   Feb 23, 2023. 

Break Week:  Feb 28 - Mar 2, 2023:  
To review, study, and try out new skills. 

2. Second-week virtual classes 6:00 – 8:30 pm
TUES Mar 7, 2023 
THU   Mar 9, 2023

#1. Field trip:  Saturday, Feb 25, 2023, 7:00 AM to 
12:00 pm.   Sebastian Inlet State Park & Pelican Island 
National Wildlife Refuge.  Nikon 8 x 42 binoculars are 

available for you to check out and borrow

#2.  Field trip:  Sunday, March 12, 2023 7:00 am-1:00 
pm (Note Time Change) to Stick Marsh Fellsmere 

Grade and TM Goodwin/Broadmore.

Intensive Beginning Birding Classes Class Field Trips

FEE: $95 (Must be a member—$25, or a family member—$30 of Pelican Island Audubon Society to take the course).

About the Instructors:  Juanita Baker, Ph.D., author of Florida Birds Exposed, Introducing Florida Birds, and David Simpson, 
one of Florida’s most outstanding bird guides for 30 years. On the field trips, excellent guides will lead groups of 5, so you can get 
individual attention and be safe from Covid. 

Savor the wonders of birds.

2023 Intensive Beginning Birding Course2023 Intensive Beginning Birding Course
See the wonders of birds!See the wonders of birds!

Taught byTaught by
 Juanita N Baker, Ph.D. Juanita N Baker, Ph.D.

 & David Simpson & David Simpson
Expert birding guideExpert birding guide



Winter Camp
Our Winter Camp, held in cooperation with the Homeless Children’s Fund, had a focus on art 
as well as nature thanks to professional artist Mary-Lou Mullan guiding the children through 
captivating art lessons. Mary-Lou first prompted them to create a nature art piece. Each child 
“claimed” their own area to decorate with colorful stones of different sizes, non-living items 
in their environment, bird seed, and popcorn. The children were so excited to revisit their sites 
during the rest of the week to see if any little creatures had visited. The rest of the week involved 
intense work on an art piece depicting themselves, trees, a bird, and a landscape all of their 
own design. The talent that was displayed in these art pieces is indescribable. Every one of the 
children that attended the program is so capable of doing amazing things.
The children were also very enthusiastic to be outside. We were blessed with wonderful weather 
for the whole week! One of the highlights of the week involved an encounter with a gopher 
tortoise on the grounds of the Oslo Road Conservation Area. Walking around in a small group, a 
child told me “This is the best part of camp. Just walking and talking.”
Our Winter Camp was extra special this year thanks to generous donations of Christmas presents 
and a catered dinner to the families of the participating children. One child, upon receiving the 
gift of a blanket, paraded around the classroom wearing it as a cape and insisting it was the 
softest thing he had ever felt. 
Nature is something that every human being has the right to enjoy. We hold this camp with the 
intent to enrich these children’s troubled lives with the joy of nature. I hope these incredibly 
talented children can go on and lead successful lives inspired by the natural world. 

by Lauren Reeves, Environmental Educator
Donna Halleran, Executive Director

IRC River Kidz: BioBlitz at Sebastian Stormwater Park
by Lauren Reeves, Environmental Educator
The IRC River Kidz kicked off 2023 by holding a BioBlitz at 
Stormwater Park in Sebastian. BioBlitz is a program created by 
National Geographic in association with iNaturalist to extend 
citizen scientist opportunities to communities around the world. 
The iNaturalist app is a great tool for plant and animal species 
identification. The iNaturalist observation database is free and 
accessible to anyone, providing individuals with a platform to 
share their wildlife observations with their community and the 
world. Due to the very cold weather Saturday morning, most of 

our observations were of invertebrates. It was a little too cold for many birds and reptiles, but we 
did encounter a pair of mottled ducks and an osprey. We are hoping to hold more events like this 
in the future—hopefully on days with warmer weather.
It is so important to practice identifying the flora and fauna around us. After all, to know is to 
love. We cannot expect the next generation to love the earth if we do not first teach them to call 
each thing by its right name.
The many adventures in store for the IRC River Kidz in 2023 include participating in a spoil 
island clean-up, attending events supporting political action in favor of protecting the lagoon, 
and a field trip to the recycling center. “Kidz” of all ages are welcome! If you are interested in 
participating, please “Follow” and “Like” our Facebook and Instagram pages to keep up to date 
on our upcoming events! 
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Upcoming Meetings
February 13, 2023
Starting at 6:00PM

North County Library
1001 Sebastian Boulevard

(CR 512), Sebastian

Woodpeckers of Florida
with Bob Montanaro

February 27, 2023
Starting at 7:00PM

Vero Beach Community Center
2266 14th Avenue, Vero Beach

Secrets of the Manatee: An 
Insider’s Guide to Florida’s Most 

Iconic Marine Mammal
with Diane Morgan, author

Learn about the various 
Woodpeckers in Florida with Bob 
Montanaro at the February 13th 
Pelican Island Audubon general 

meeting at the North County 
Library in Sebastian.

Explore the evolutionary history, 
lifestyle, and challenges faced 
by our state marine mammal! 
Learn a few of their secrets -- and 
commit to helping them survive 
the current crisis.

IMPORTANT
The Pelican Island Audubon 
general meetings at the Vero 
Beach Community Center 

will now be held on the fourth 
Monday of the month.



_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________

_____________________________ 

Enclosed is my:

$_______ $25 for annual membership

$_______ $30 for family membership

$_______ $100 Scrub-Jay sustaining membership

$_______ $200 Osprey sustaining membership

$_______ contribution

$_______ TOTAL
Please mail this completed form with a check 
made out to:
Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833
Vero Beach, FL 32961

CITY, STATE ZIP

NAME

ADDRESS

E-MAIL

Pelican Island Audubon Society Membership Form

Or join online using a credit card at www.PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Go Green!
Members may sign up to 
have the Peligram emailed 
to them.  Saves postage 
and paper.  Email
piaudubon@yahoo.com
with your name &
email address with
“Peligram” in the
subject line.

Stop by and browse the native plantnt 
nursery - over 12,400 native plants && 

trees distributed so far!
Free Trees Available:
Southern Live Oak

1 & 3 gallon pots - Attracts insects for birds
Mahogany

3ft in a 1 gallon pot - Also grows in dry soiloil
Dahoon Holly

3ft in a small pot - Small tree that needs irrigationgation

A selection of native plants are alsoso
available at low prices.

Audubon House - 195 9th Street SESE (Oslo Rd), 
Vero Beach, on

Wednesday - Friday - Sunday from 9AM to 11AM

More at
PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Field Trips & Morning Nature Walks
Space is limited.  Registration is required.
For more information & to register visit 

PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Jan 29 - Orlando Wetlands Park - Guides: Bill & Becky Loftus
Feb 18 - Fort Drum Marsh Conservation Area - Guide: George Glenn
March 3 - Belle Glade - Guides: Ann Esmas & Becky Loftus
March 8 - Three Lakes WMA/Joe Overstreet Landing
 - Guide: Carolyn Cimino
March 25 - PIAS Martha Wininger Reflection Park
  - Guides: Wes & Susan Lovelace
March 23 - Wakodahatchee Wetlands & Green Cay Nature Center
   - Guides: Bill & Becky Loftus

Trips subject to change.  Check the online schedule at
PelicanIslandAudubon.org

Volunteer!Volunteer!
Visit

PelicanIslandAudubon.org
to view the list of volunteer 
positions.  Fill out the form 
online and let us know what 

you are interested in.

Working together we can 
do great things for the 

environment!

Volunteer opportunities 
include: 

• Office help, Newsletter: 
fold, stuff envelopes

• Join the air potato pullers
• Audubon House 

Maintenance- classroom, 
bathrooms, breezeway

• Landscaping, Trees for Life 
Project, watering plants

• Field Trip Leader
• Fundraising
• Come join the Tree/Native 

Plants Team!” Sun/Wed/Fri 
9AM-11:00AM Help Green 
IRC!!!

A big thanks to everyone 
who makes it all work!Volunteer Lloyd HollingsworthVolunteer Lloyd Hollingsworth


