











Lancewood (Ocotea coriacea) is now

flowering copiously at the Oslo Riverfront

Conservation Area. This tropical, straight-

trunked tree is uncommon in Indian River

County, and at the Oslo Riverfront Conservation

Area is only found growing in the hammock loop trail

area near the parking. A well-shaped specimen festooned
with white flowers is visible from Oslo Road just to the west
of the parking lot entrance.

Though tropical in origin, the lancewood at the Oslo Riverfront
Conservation Area was undamaged by our recent cold

winter temperatures. In the Christmas freeze of 1989 when
temperatures dropped below twenty degrees, the lancewood died back
to ground. These erect trees fared well in the sister hurricanes of 2004,
except when other trees fell atop them.

Unpruned and undamaged by tree fall, the lancewood tree maintains a
pyramidal shape with an straight central leader, which gives rise to its
common name, lancewood. Its species name, coriacea, references its
leathery leaves. Its common name is of French origin, as members of
this genus are found in French New Guinea.

Its aromatic, glossy dark green leaves are lanceolate, long with pointed
tips, and the leaf midrib is yellow in color. Its leaves are aromatic when
crushed, as are the leaves of the related, exotic plant laurel nobilis

from which bay leaves are harvested. These pungent compounds likely
discourage some herbivore, yet this plant is a larval food source for the
palamedes swallowtail butterfly. Almost all birds feed their young soft-
bodied insects like butterfly caterpillars.

When full of delicate, tiny white flowers, lancewood attracts many
insect pollinators. Over the summer, single-seeded fruits form and
progress from green to purple-black when ripe. In the fall, birds
find these olive-shaped fruit to be irresistible. The fruits are held in a
distinctive, yellow enlarged “cup”, or cupule.

In nature, the lancewood is a maritime hammock pioneer that grows in
sunny, open areas, but, unfortunately, rarely is used in an ornamental
landscapes. Lancewood establishes best in full sun and, once
established, is quite drought-tolerant. Lancewood also thrives in moist
but well-drained soils. With its shapely form, copious white flowers,
and bird-attracting fruits, lancewood deserves a place in our ornamental
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RECIPES &
VOLUNTEERS
NEEDED!!!

We desperately need volun-
teers to canvas area businesses
- for possible advertisers in our
cookbook. Ifyou can help
please contact the PIAS office.
We are still accepting recipes
so if you haven’t sent yours in
yet, there is still time. Thank
you in advance for your help.
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It is with deep regret that Pelican Island Audubon
Society mourns the passing of Joel Day on March
31, 2010. Joel served on the Board of Pelican Island
Audubon and he and his wife, Lee, were ever present
at Audubon events to volunteer and show their support.
Humor and good will were Joel’s hallmark traits and
his stories never failed to bring a smile to all who

T heard them. Over the years, Joel organized birding
trips for Pelican Island Audubon that played on his
dual passions of being an avid fisherman and traveler.
No one who went on them will forget the memorable
trips he arranged for PIAS members to such diverse

Thank you to Jens & Melissa Tripson for the refreshments
at the April meeting.

For all the latest news, visit
www.pelicanislandaudubon.org
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| 2010 Membership
National Audubon* $20

IPelican Island Audubon**

Individual $20 locations as Cape Cod, Cuba, and Trinidad nor the
IFamily $30 knowledge and experience he brought to these trips to
Supporting $50 make them run smoothly and problem free.
IContribution $

|
|
|
|
Student*** $5 Besides all his help and support for Audubon, Joel was
|T0tal $ | 2 great supporter of the Oslo Riverfront Conservation
|
|
|
|
|

*National Audubon membership Area and participated in many of the programs offered
This includes subscriptions to Audubon Magazine and The through the ORCA volunteer program. Besides tak-
f,{‘if e’ﬁ‘c’ ;:’1 "I’:‘lr ;’:g%u dubon membership ing part in the ORCA field trips and classes, often Joel
IDues which PIAS will use for environmental education and worked hard Qn ORCA‘VOIumeer dfdys to yemove air
potatoes or wield a chain saw clearing trails to keep

advocacy and subscription to the Peligram /
Fe++Student Membership receive electronic copy of Peligram ORCA a showcase conservation area for the commu-
nity to enjoy its diverse habitats.

only - requires e-mail address

NAME:

Joel was born in Bridgeport, Connecticut in 1938.
After graduating from Colgate University in 1960, Joel

ADDRESS: served in Germany with the U.S. Army. After leaving

I | the Army, Joel began a long and distinguished career

) in radio and TV broadcasting. Besides his support

| | of Pelican Island Audubon and ORCA, Joel actively
E-Mail . Volun‘geergd or served on thq bpard of djrectors of ojcher
IPlease send your name and address along with a check payable 1 Organizations that marked his interests in broadcasting,

to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to: fishing, and the environment.
Pelican Island Audubon Society |
P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961
Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M - F 9AM-1PM I
lease email us if there is a local environmental issue which

concerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net
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Pelican Island Audubon extends its sympathy to the
family and friends of Joel Day as we mourn the passing
of this remarkable man.




