











- - The field trip to Pelican Island National Wildlife Refuge led
FI e I d Trl p P h Ot 0 S by Susan Boyd on Saturday, October 16, came on a pleasantly
cool day for walking around the Joe Michael Trail to the new
by BOb |V| ontanaro overlook platform jutting out into the mosquito impoundment.
T s We did not see great numbers of birds, but we did see numer-
Y ‘e 7 ous individuals of different species. Probably the most well
represented bird were the numerous Ospreys perched atop the
snags in the impoundment where most of them sat eating their
breakfast of freshly caught fish.
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ABOVE: A eclusive female Rose-basted Gros-
beak kept to herself'in the thick brush at the Refuge.

RIGHT: A Pine Warbler came boldly onto the Joe
Michael Trail near us going after tiny moths in the
grass. s
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On Saturday, October 23, Susan Boyd and I carpooled to Audubon Assembly in St. Petersburg where I had the
honor of addressing the convention on cattle ranching in Florida. Afterward, we visited Honeymoon Island
State Park, an island in the Gulf of Mexico just north of St. Pete. The Island is famous for its Osprey Walk, a
trail that goes through pine woods filled with Osprey nests making it a place to visit during nesting season. We
saw many Ospreys that afternoon and other raptors as well, along with the greatest number of Gray Catbirds I
have ever seen in one place in the brush alongside the trail.

Not one, but two juvenile Bald Eagles were on the Island!
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Marjorie Orcutt
Pelican Island Audubon notes the recent passing of
another longtime member, Marjorie Orcutt, and offers
its condolences to John Orcutt and his family.

r- P_elic;n I;and_AuFuba S;ciet_y -
2010 Membership

National Audubon* $20
IPelican Island Audubon**
Individual $20
S %
upportin

IC olr)llt)ributi%n S
Student™*** $5
ITotal $

*National Audubon membership
This includes subscriptions to Audubon Magazine and The
Florida Naturalist.
I]*)*Pelican Island Audubon membership

ues which PIAS will use for environmental education and
advocacy and subscription to the Peligram
I***Student Membership receive electronic copy of Peligram
only - requires e-mail address

NAME:

ADDRESS:

I
| I
E-Mail 1
IPlease send your name and address along with a check payable 1
to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society |

P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M - F 9AM-1PM

lease email us if there is a local environmental issue which

ﬁoncerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

Plant of the Month by Janice Broda

Fairy Bells — Beauty is in the Eye of the Beholder

Along our grassed roadsides throughout Indian River
County in summer and fall, you will see patches of copious
amounts of tiny, pale purplish flowers. Though regarded as
a weed in manicured lawns, this exotic wildflower brings
graceful beauty to our dry roadsides.

The botanical name of this delicate plant is Richardia gran-
diflora. The genus, Richardia, honors Richard Richardson
(1663-1741), a British physician and botanist. Its species
name, grandiflora, means large-flowered. Though its abun-
dant flowers are only about dime-sized, they are the largest
flowers in the genus.

Largeflower Mexican clover is one common name for this
plant, because it is native to central and South America.
Fairy bells is a much more poetic common name for this
plant, which is in the Rubiaceae or Madder family along
with gardenias and our native wild coffees (Psychotria sp.).

This low-growing, drought-tolerant plant flourishes in
frequently mowed, dry places, often out- competing planted
exotic grasses. This year’s dramatic abundance may be
related to our dry conditions. You can see it in full flower
in many places, including in front of the Oslo Riverfront
Conservation Area sign and in the parking lot at the Pelican
Island National Wildlife Refuge Viewing Platform.

"1 Unlike non-native grasses which tend to be of little value to

wildlife, this small exotic attracts bevies of bees and butter-
flies, as well as other insects, with its nectar. Baby butter-
flies, also known as caterpillars, are very important to birds,
as almost all birds feed soft-bodied insects to their young.

Take the time to look closely at the trumpet-shaped flow-
ers — or fairy bells — of this plant, and you are likely find

all sorts of insects. You also will see that this creeping
perennial groundcover has hairy branching reddish stems
and opposite leaves that taper to sharp points at both ends.
Though not native to Florida, this tiny exotic wildflower is
not a pernicious, invasive pest plant. You will not find it for
sale in nurseries since most folks regard it as weed, but then
beauty is in the eye of the butterfly (or the beholder).

HOLIDAY PARTY IS SCHEDULED
FOR DECEMBER 13TH!

This is an early reminder that all members and their
guests are invited to attend our annual potluck holiday
party Monday, December 13th. We’re requesting that
each person (not each couple) bring enough of their
goodies to feed about 6 to 8 people--so that we don’t
run out of food. Non- vegetarian and vegetarian dishes
are welcomed. If you contributed a recipe for the
PIAS cookbook, it would be nice to have a sample of
that as your contribution. If that is the case, please tell
us on your arrival. We’ll note that fact and the page

on which your recipe appears. The party starts at 6:00
with punch and hors d’oeuvres; dinner begins at 6:30.
There’ll be decorations, entertainment, and a festive
atmosphere. Please come and join the fun!




