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Our Mission: To preserve and protect the animals, plants, and natural communities in Indian River County

through advocacy, education, and public awareness.

IN SEARCH OF THE IVORY-BILLED WOODPECKER

with Jerome Jackson, Ph.D.

January 17 % 7:30 p.m. % Vero Beach Community Center

Noted ornithologist Jerome Jackson is the January 17 speaker at the Vero Beach Community Center, 2266 14th Avenue,
starting at 7:30pm. Dr. Jackson will describe the natural history of the Ivory-billed Woodpecker, its lifestyle, habitat, and
cultural significance. He will discuss the history of the bird, as it was known by John James Audubon, Alexander Wilson
and others along with current conservation efforts in regards the ongoing search for the bird. Dr. Jackson received his
B.S. in Zoology in 1965 from lowa State University and his Ph.D. in Zoology in 1970 from the University of Kansas.
His current research interests include avian and reptilian behavioral ecology; biogeography of invasive and endangered
species; barrier island ecosystem ecology; forest ecology; conservation biology; history of ornithology. He is currently a

professor at Florida Gulf Coast University. Stay for light refreshments following the meeting.

FIEld TI‘ipS Call 772-567-3520 Bird of the Month - October & November

for reservations and directions.

January 12, 2011 - Scrub Jays of Indian River County, Guide:
Joe Carroll

January 22, 2011- Pelican Island NWR, Guide: Andy Bankert
February 5, 2011 - Sebastian Inlet State Park (afternoon trip),
Guide: Andy Bankert

February 19, 2011 - St. Sebastian River Preserve State Park
to see Red-cockaded Woodpeckers, Guide: Ranger Samantha

McGee.
Cookhook for Sale!
Pelican Bites The PIAS cookbooks are

here! The cost of the book

is $14.95 plus $1.05 tax. We
are very pleased with the way
the cookbook turned out. We
received a nice variety of
recipes and the photos that
Bob Montanaro provided for
the book are outstanding. It
will surely make a wonderful

October

“Take Off”
by Dawn Currie

Brown Pelican
(Pelecanus occi-
dentalis) at Se-
bastian Inlet State
Park.

November

“BIG Boy”
by
Arlene Willnow

Brown Pelican
(Pelecanus oc-
cidentalis) at the

. addition to your cookbook Miami Zoo.
Pelican collection or make a special
Island gift. So buy your copies Read more about these photos, including viewing

‘g‘Ud.Ubon today! Call 772-567-3520 for | a large color image, and how to enter your own
ociety info. photographs, at www.pelicanislandaudubon.org




Identifying Birds oy Linda chanceiior

Last November Carolyn and I joined others for a field trip,
led by Jens Tripson, to the 8th Street Wetlands Wastewater
Treatment Plant. Total count for the day was 48 species
of birds. Besides observing the birds, I also observed the
more experienced birders in our group and realized there
were many steps one learns to become a more knowledge-
able birder. In my own quest to learn to identify birds, I
chose to learn the larger birds like Sandhill Cranes, Blue
Herons, Wood Storks and Ibis first. Becoming familiar with
my binoculars was the next step and using the large birds
as subjects made it easier to spot them through the lens and
focus on them. Reviewing pictures in bird guides and bird
habitats were also helpful in building my skills as birder.

The wetlands of the Wastewater Treatment Plant are composed
of many small ponds connected by dikes and make a wonder-
ful habitat to observe several varieties of swimming birds. We
watched a flock of Whistling-Ducks fly overhead announc-
ing their presence with their distinct song. There were rafts
of Coots, Moorhens, Blue-winged Teals, Gadwalls, Grebes,
and Ring-necked Ducks. Since there were multiples of all
these birds, I could practice my identification over and over.

I told Carolyn that I like to pick 2 or 3 new species to learn
each field trip. This trip my choices were Gadwalls, Ring-
necked Ducks, and Grebes. As I would focus on a bird

through Tim’s scope, Billy would tell me what identifying [

marks to look for to recognize it. Carolyn concentrated on
learning Coots, Moorhens and the calls of Sandhill Cranes.

Many of the other birders’ skills included their ability to
identify males, females and juveniles of a species, their habi-

tat, breeding range and plumage. Some also could identify
birds by their calls and flight silhouettes. Other skills ob-
served were those that knew how to use a scope and those
that use the skill of pishing (making sounds that will bring
the smaller birds out where you can observe them). 1 do

not know if I will ever become an advanced birder but
I am having fun acquiring knowledge in small doses.

Sora Rail, a reclusive wetland bird, photographed at Merritt
Island National Wildlife Refuge on December 22, 2010 by
Bob Montanaro.

The Oslo Road Boat Ramp Hearing and Permit Process

Why is the state administrative hearing on the Oslo Road
boat ramp that starts January 19, 2011 in the County Ad-
ministration Building so important? Understanding the
permit process can shed some light on this question.

The permit hearing is before an independent adminis-
trative law judge (an ALJ) employed by the Florida Di-
vision of Administrative Hearings. The hearing chal-
lenges the permit and variance issued by the St. John’s
River Water Management District to Indian River County
for the Oslo Road Boat ramp expansion project. Pelican
Island Audubon Society is mounting the permit challenge.

The ALJ will listen to the testimony from the county
(which is presenting six witnesses) and the SJRWMD
(which has three witnesses who will testify in support of
issuing the permit). PIAS will be calling three expert wit-
nesses, Dr. Grant Gilmore, a Senior Scientist with Estua-
rine, Coastal and Ocean Science, Inc. Pat Rose, Executive
Director of Save the Manatee, and Leonard Nero, Nero
Consulting. All three of our witnesses have extensive
courtroom experience. The hearing is open to the public.

After the hearing, the ALJ will issue an order that can
recommend either: issue the permit, deny the per-
mit, or issue the permit with additional conditions.

If the ALJ recommends denial the order will go to the
Governing Board of the SJIRWMD. If the ALJ rec-

ommends issuing the permit, then the water manage-
ment district director issues the permit. It is rare for the
SIRWMD not to follow the ALJ’s recommendation.

If the permit is denied, this can be appealed to the state’s
District Court of Appeals.

However, the state permit is just one of the permits needed for
this project. The other must come from the federal government
(from the US Army Corps of Engineers), which also has juris-
diction over the Indian River lagoon. This is why the ALJ hear-
ingis soimportantinthe permit process. These are two separate
permits issued by separate agencies under separate authority.

One permit would be issued under state law, the other un-
der the federal Clean Water Act. At this point there is
an application pending for a US Army Corps of Engi-
neers permit that has not been granted. As a practical mat-
ter the Corps permit will not be issued if the county can-
not get the water management district permit because it
needs the district permit for water quality certification.

Sowhy istheletter from US EPAto the Corps soimportant? The
EPA could decide to “elevate” the permit and consider the ap-
plication itself rather than letting the Corps make the final call.

In short, the county has to get a permit from both the Water
Management District and the Corps, and it has to get the Dis-
trict permit first. But the US EPA can step in if this agency
is not satisfied with the permit decisions up to this point.




The President’s Hoot

EPA Recommends Denial of Oslo Road Boat Ramp Expansion
Dr. Grant Gilmore Finds Critical Game Fish at Dredge & Fill Site

As noted in my last Hoot, PIAS has requested an
administrative hearing to contest the St. Johns River
Water Management District, decision to grant a
dredge and fill permit to Indian River County (IRC)
to fill in three acres of wetlands at the Oslo Riverfront
Conservation Area (ORCA) and dredge to an access
channel 2.5 feet deep, 35 foot wide, and 210 feet east
into the Indian River Lagoon and our Aquatic Preserve
at ORCA. This administrative hearing will take place
before Judge Bram Canter, an Administrative Law
Judge, starting on January 19th at 9:00 am in the IRC
Administration Building A (you are welcome to attend).
The hearing is scheduled for three days. Support for our
positioninoppositiontotheprojectcamerecently fromthe
United States Environmental Protection Agency (EPA).
The EPA conducted an on-site inspection and wrote a
letter to the US Army Corps of Engineers (USACOE)
ex]pressing their concern for IRC’s plan to dredge and
fill important wetlands at the Oslo Road Boat Ramp.

The EPA wrote that “wetlands at the project site

erform many valuable ecological functions,
including providing fish and wildlife habitat, food
chain support, natural water quality improvement,
shoreline erosion protection and flood storage.” They
also noted “the coastal freshwater and tidal wetlands
provide valuable breeding and nursery areas, as well
as food and habitat support for regionally important
commercial/ recreational fishing and shellfishing
industries.” Both the EPA and the State of Florida
recognized the nationally significant ecological
resources of the Indian River Lagoon by incorporating
the Lagoon into the National Estuary Program.

EPA consulted with the USACOE Regional Manager,
state and federal resource agencies, the county’s
engineer, and the county’s hired environmental
consultant (since 2002). The EPA determined that the
quality of the wetlands to be impacted and the size of
the proposed wetland filling of 3 acres of functional
tidal mangrove swamp was significant to the sensitive
aquatic resources and “the potential to cause or
contribute to significant degradation of water of the
United States.” Federal guidelines and those of the
Clean Water Act of February 1990 prohibit all of the
above, and it “may have substantial and unacceptable
adverse impact on Aquatic Resources of National
Importance” and the EPA “therefore recommend
denial of the project, as currently proposed.”

concerned that the mitigatio

In addition, the EPA was

Red Drum

FirEE v L
for destroying wetlands was not appropriate or
adequate. Moreover, the EPA wrote: “Multiple
public boat launching facilities with associated
parking exist in Indian River County (within close
proximity to the Oslo Road facility) that provide
access to deep water.” In fact, PIAS has repeatedly
stated to the County Commission that IRC has twice
the amount of boat facilities than FL Department of
Environmental Protection recommends as a minimum.

Suf)port for the EPA concerns was reinforced by Dr. Grant
Gilmore, a noted research Ichthyologist, who seined for
fish recently in the areas to be dredged and filled for the
enlarged parking lot, paved road, and stormwater pond.
Please note the photographs of some of the immature
nursery game fish he found in these specific areas
scheduled to be dredged and filled: red drum, mangrove
snapper, sheepshead, and common snook. Dr. Gilmore
states that these fish will grow up in this important
fish nursery at ORCA and will be essential for our
local and state commercial and recreational fishing
industry. Of course, he collected many other species
of fish, crabs, and seagrasses there, major elements of
the food chain in the Indian River Lagoon critical for

nearby wildlife -- dolphin, manatee, and a bird rookery.
Other organizations recognizing the direct
consequences of this dredge and fill project

impacting the area with larger boats are: Marine
Resources Council, Sierra Club, Audubon of Florida,
Indian River Keeper, Friends of the St. Sebastian
River, Save the Manatee Club, fishermen, scientists,
and even IRC’s own Conservation Lands Advisory
Committee. Our lawyer, Marcy LaHart has assembled
an excellent team of experienced expert witnesses
that will testify in opposition to the permit, but these
professionals need to be paid for their hard work
on our behalf. So far we have received $5,000 in
donations to fund our fight against the destruction
of the ORCA wetlands, but we need $13, 500 more.

Please add your contribution to this worthwhile
legal action that PIAS has embarked upon.

Happy New Year to you all!
Richard Baker, President

Make donations out to:

Pelican Island Audubon Society
P.O. Box 1833

Vero Beach, FL 32961
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Those darn warblers! Trying to identify them can be a
daunting task. So much so that we have to make a cor-
rection in the November Peligram. The photo of the
Yellowthroat is actually a Pine Warbler. Thanks to Dee
Holmes and Jacqui Sulek for setting us straight.
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Pelican Island Audubon Society 1

| 2011 Membership
National Audubon* $20
IPelican Island Audubon**
Individual $20
Gl %
upportin
ICOII)IIt)I‘Ibuti%n S
Student™*** $5
ITotal $

*National Audubon membership
This includes subscriptions to Audubon Magazine and The
Florida Naturalist.
I]*)*Pelican Island Audubon membership

ues which PIAS will use for environmental education and
advocacy and subscription to the Peligram
I***Student Membership receive electronic copy of Peligram
only - requires e-mail address

NAME:

ADDRESS:

I
| I
E-Mail 1
IPlease send your name and address along with a check payable 1

to the “Pelican Island Audubon Society” to:
Pelican Island Audubon Society |

P.O. Box 1833, Vero Beach, FL 32961

Credit card payments call (772) 567-3520 M - F 9AM-1PM I

lease email us if there is a local environmental issue which

ﬁoncerns you at piaudubon@bellsouth.net

Plant of the Month by Janice Broda

Our native flora here in Indian
River County is a rich mix-
ture of temperate and tropi-
cal plants that have adapted to spells of cold weather.
- Many commercial and residential landscapes are com-
posed almost exclusively of cheap, fast-growing, ex-

otic plants that have been ravaged by our recent cool
~ weather, and many varieties of tender, tropical palms
| have suffered substantial, perhaps irretrievable, damage.

Two native palms — cabbage palms and saw palmettoes
— are thriving. These palms are cold-hardy, drought-re-
sistant, and provide food and habitat for birds and other
wildlife. But, all too often, these well-adapted palms are
cleared from our landscapes prior to construction, though
they should be valued as durable landscape staples.

Our Florida state tree is the cabbage palm (Sabal palmetto).
This fan-leaved palm be found growing as far north as Vir-
ginia Beach and from coast to coast in Florida. Though
young cabbage palms do not transplant well, cabbage palm
with six feet or more of trunk are transplanted with great suc-
cess. As these palms age, all of them shed their “boots’, the
Y-shaped leaf bases of fallen fronds that festoon the trunks
of younger cabbage palms. Insects, lizards, and frogs live in
these “boots”, from which other creatures hunt and consume
them. These old leaf bases contain a fibrous material that
many birds, squirrels, and other critters use as a nesting mate-
rial, so the widespread practice of removing these leaf bases
with a chainsaw is detrimental to wildlife. In the summer,
their inflorescences (flower stalks) attract a variety of insects
and hence feed insect-eating birds. Small, black date-like
single-seeded fruits follow and are eaten birds, squirrels, and
other wildlife. Cabbage palms can easily be grown from these
seeds. A ‘baby’ cabbage palm resembles a blade of grass and
slowly grows fronds. Long-lived and slow-growing in nature,
transplanted cabbage palms treated to irrigation and fertiliza-
tion in well-tended landscapes can reportedly grow up to four
feet per year. Their ultimate height is said to be eighty feet.

By contrast, saw palmettoes (Serenoa repens) almost always
are a reclining palm and rarely develop a vertical trunk. These
palms are found as far north as the Carolinas. They also
house a fibrous material that animals use as a nesting materi-
al. The petioles (leaf stems) of saw palmettoes are festooned
with tiny, saw-like teeth, while cabbage palms have smooth
petioles. A thicket of these saw-toothed palms provides an ef-
fective haven from predation for small creatures. More than
300 species of insects have been found to nectar upon its fra-
grant flowers that appear in spring and summer. Ripe fruits
resemble large black olives and are a beloved high calorie
fall food source for a bevy of animals from tiny birds that
peck upon the fruits to black bears. A striking silver-blue col-
ored variety occurs naturally only on the east coast of Florida.

You can learn more and the wildlife and landscape value of
these palms and other native plants in the free volunteer stew-
ardship program offered by the Florida Medical Entomology
Laboratory, University of Florida, and PIAS. The next class
begins on Saturday, January 29, from 1:30 to 4:30pm and
continues for five more weeks. Class participants are asked to
share what they learn in a way that they choose, including, but
not limited to, volunteering for PIAS or the ELC, leading na-
ture walks or controlling invasive pest plants at County-owned
conservation areas, as a Boy Scout or Girl Scout leader, oras a
classroom teacher. Please contact me at jcbroda@comcast.net
for more information or if you are interested in participating.




